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Vocabulary for the Youth 
1 - Find the following words in Twain’s humorous satire and highlight them if you haven’t done so already.  
2 - Working independently, create your own definition in the MY GUESS column. Refer directly to the text to decode the meaning.  CHALLENGE YOURSELF YOUTH! (
3 – Work with a partner to compare your guesses.

4 - Finally, we will go over the words to model strategies that we used to figure out the meanings
	Word
	MY GUESS
	SYNONYMS

	Didactic
They said it should be something suitable to youth-something didactic, instructive, or something in the nature of good advice.

	
	

	Beseech
First, then. I will say to you my young friends -- and I say it beseechingly, urgently

	
	

	Lark
It gives you a splendid reputation with everybody to know that you get up with the lark; and if you get the right kind of lark, and work at him right, you can easily train him to get up at half past nine, every time -- it’s no trick at all.


	
	

	Temperate
I do maintain, and I believe I am right, that the young ought to be temperate in the use of this great art until practice and experience shall give them that confidence, elegance, and precision which alone can make the accomplishment graceful and profitable…


	
	

	Diligence

Patience, diligence, painstaking attention to detail—these are requirements; these in time, will make the student perfect;

	
	

	Eminence
these are requirements; these in time, will make the student perfect; upon these only, may he rely as the sure foundation for future eminence
	
	

	Lofty 
Think what tedious years of study, thought, practice, experience, went to the equipment of that peerless old master who was able to impose upon the whole world the lofty and sounding maxim that “Truth is mighty and will prevail”—the most majestic compound fracture of fact which any of woman born has yet achieved.
	
	

	Slander
. A feeble, stupid, preposterous lie will not live two years—except it be a slander upon somebody. It is indestructible, then of course, but that is no merit of yours
	
	

	Precept
Build your character thoughtfully and painstakingly upon these precepts, and by and by, when you have got it built, you will be surprised and gratified to see how nicely and sharply it resembles everybody else’s.
	
	


