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About the Author

There are many thoughts on who Homer
actually was. Some scholars believe that he
was a blind man who lived in Greece around
700 B.Cc. Others believe that Homer was
actually an embodiment of several different
men, all of whom collaborated on the two
epic poems entitled The Iliad and The
Odyssey. We may never know who Homer
truly was. Seven different city-states in
Greece each claimed the honor of being
Homer’s birthplace, but if Homer ever did
exist, he probably lived in Chios. The dialect
used in The Odyssey is that of Asian Ionian
Greek, which was common in the area of
Chios at the time this epic was written.

Common thought is that The Iliad was
written approximately 750 B.C. and The
Odyssey some 30 years later, around 720 B.C.
Most likely, the epic poem was composed
during this time, and then written out
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centuries later. If this is true, then Homer wrote about a very different time than the one in which he
lived. During 720 B.C., Greece consisted of scattered, independent city-states. This poem appears to
chronicle the “Golden Age” of Greece. In The Odyssey, Homer describes an aristocratic society. This
is first seen on the island of Ithaca, when after Odysseus departs, the society of the island becomes
chaotic. Penelope, Odysseus’ wife, is alone and frightened, and Telemachus is too young to assume
leadership. Combined with the arrival of the suitors, the small society is thrown into turmoil, and only

the return of Odysseus or the interference of the gods can return the society to normal.

During the Homeric Age, there were very few people who could read and write, and so stories were
passed down orally. This is the reason that nearly all writing was put into the form of poetry. Rhyme is
easier to remember. Sometimes these stories were read in the form of plays. These plays were
performed in a Greek theater, and the actors wore masks and high platform shoes, which forced them to
move around very slowly. The theater had no scenery, was out in the open air, and had no actresses—
only actors. There were only two types of plays: tragedies and comedies. One of the favorite tragedies
was about the Trojan War, which is the first topic that Homer wrote about. The challenge presented to
poets was to tell an old story in a new and exciting way, which Homer does most effectively.

We have, over the last 3,000 years, only possessed about 6 to 10 great epics. Two of these are by
Homer. Aristotle once said that the epic ranked second only to tragedy, and many people still agree.
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